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Notes from 
the District 
Administrator


 Th e 2023-24 school year has 
gotten off  to a great start. We 
have had much to celebrate as we 
start our 100th year as a school 
district. On Labor Day, we held 
the 100th Anniversary Kickoff  
Celebration. Approximately 300 
people attended the celebration. 
A good time was had by all. It 
was a wonderful way to spend 
the last day of summer. In mid-
September we had the Sevastopol 
Athletic Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony in which we were 
able to recognize individual and 
team achievements from our rich 
history. Th e speeches by each 
inductee were emotional and from 
the heart. One could hear their 
Pioneer Pride in their words. Th e 
following week was homecoming. 
Th e entire student body, grades 
4K-12, enjoy the festivities of the 
week. Having homecoming early 
in the school year builds school 
spirit throughout the student body 
and staff .


Th e beginning of the school year 
also focuses on establishing routines 
and of course the education of our 
students. Children need structure 
and routines to be successful. We 
appreciate parents setting up these 
routines at home as well such as  
establishing a proper place, time 
and environment for the children 
to do their homework. In order for 
our students to achieve their best, 
we need collaboration between 
home and school. Our parents 
should never hesitate to contact 
their child’s teacher if they have 
any questions.


On the district level, our school 
board approved a resolution to 
pay off  early a portion of our 
building loan debt. We were able 
to eliminate the fi nal two years 
of the loan (2038 and 2039) and 
a portion of 2037. Th is saves the 
district and essentially the local 
property taxpayer $1,676,796 in 
interest payments.


Th e 2023-24 school year has 
truly started great. We expect 
this will continue throughout the 
year and make our 100th year as 
a school district one of our best. 
Th ank you for your continued 
support.


Yours in education,


Kyle Luedtke, Superintendent
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Sevastopol has a rich tradition of being a 
community school that values and celebrates 
family. Th is was demonstrated in 1948 by the 
graduating class when they honored George 
Sargent, the longtime Sevastopol janitor on 
the dedication page of Th e Pioneer. Th eir 
yearbook dedication read: because [George 
Sargent] has so unselfi shly given of himself 
and his time to care for our physical comforts 
and needs, and because of his innumerable 
acts of kindness; we, the class of 1948, wish 
to express our appreciation to George, one of 
the fi nest men we have ever had the privilege 
of knowing.


 Th e Class of 1948 had it right when they 
honored George Sargent but can any of us 
really comprehend in real time how far-
reaching and strong the humble acts of service 
and hard work are woven into the fabric of 
this place we call home—Sevastopol?


 George Sargent was hired as a janitor at 
Sevastopol in 1943 in the twilight of his career 
to operate and maintain Sevastopol’s heating 
and cooling systems. George’s mechanical 
background made him the perfect candidate 
to manage and update the wood furnace that 
heated the school.  George was the innovator 
who replaced the wood furnace with the 
coal-pellet furnace that warmed Sevastopol 
students well after he retired in 1952. 


 George wasn’t alone in his contribution to 
Sevastopol. George’s wife, Margaret Sargent, 
was a cook at Sevastopol.  As a couple, they 
set off  to work each day with the mission to 


care for the children of Sevastopol in the most 
fundamental ways—keeping them fed and 
warm. George’s and Margaret’s dedication, 
kindness, and service spread in generational 
ripples into the Sevastopol community and 
continues to thrive through their children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchildren. 


 George and Margaret had three children: 
Chuck, Jerry, and Georgia all who attended 
Sevastopol.  Th eir children were actively 
involved in sports, arts, student organizations, 
and activities. Georgia pre-dated female 
athletics at Sevastopol but was involved in 
the art program and went on to Oshkosh 
Normal to receive her teaching degree in Art. 
Chuck and Georgia’s husband, Wally, became 
the C and the W of the notable Sevastopol 
business C&W Auto, which opened in 1950 
and continues to rescue stranded motorists 
any time of the day or night, carrying on their 
parents’ legacy of caring and service. Jerry 
Sargent enlisted in the United States Army 
after graduation during the Korean Confl ict. 
When he returned, Jerry worked with his 
family at C&W and served as a member on 
the Sevastopol school board.


George and Margaret’s 16 grandchildren 
(Pat Rankin, Cindy Lesperance, Tanya 
Olson, Mark Rankin, Mike Rankin, 
Dennis Sargent, Lou Ann Papke, Diane 
Konrad, George Sargent, Steve Sargent, Jim 
Sargent, Tom Sargent, Tina Anderson, Lisa 
Burtnette, Lori Richardt, and Jon Sargent), 
26 great-grandchildren, and 23 great-great 
grandchildren all attend(ed) Sevastopol. 


George and Margaret’s personal legacy 
of service turned into a community legacy. 
Th rough all the generations, the family 
continues to be personally involved in sports, 
music, drama, art, and many other school 
activities. Th e current generation, the great-
grandchildren, invests their time and talents 
in ways that serve and elevate others. Rob 
Rankin coaches Middle School Football.  Rob 
and Tasha Rass are active members of the 
Sevastopol Booster Club.  Mike Asher coaches 
elementary football.  Jesse Rankin assists with 
elementary football.  Kelly Oram-Rankin 
coaches the swim team and currently works 
as Sevastopol’s Occupational Th erapist. Cally 
Asher teaches elementary Special Education. 


As Sevastopol celebrates its 100-year 
anniversary, it seems only fi tting we recognize 
and honor the humble service of George and 
Margaret Sargent. We are grateful for their 
investment in Sevastopol. We benefi t from 
their long-term yields, which are visible in 
real-time in our building and community 
with their 17 great-great-grandchildren 
currently enrolled from little pre-4K Jayla 
Sargent to senior leaders Drake Olson and 
Cassie Rankin. Drake was recently elected 
senior class President while Cassie is the editor 
of the 100-year anniversary yearbook and the 
2024 Pioneer. We, the Sevastopol community 
of 2024, wish to express our appreciation to 
the Sargent/Rankin family, one of many, who 
make Sevastopol a magical place by creating a 
legacy of service and giving. 


PIONEER SPOTLIGHT


A Legacy of Service and Giving
by Heather Fellner-Spetz, HS ENGLISH TEACHER, and Cally Asher, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER


Jerry Sargent served on the Sevastopol School Board (back left corner). Margaret Sargent (left) was a cook at Sevastopol from 1943-1951. The 1948 yearbook was dedicated to 
George Sargent.


George Sargent (janitor), Margarete Sargent (cook), their 
daughter Georgia Sargent (front row left to right).  Chuck 
Sargent and Jerry Sargent (back row left to right).  All 
three of their children attended Sevastopol.


George Sargent was a janitor at Sevastopol from 1943-1951.  
(Margaret and George were married.)


Pictured are the old furnaces at Sevastopol.  George Sargent re-
moved the old wood furnace and installed the coal pellet furnace.
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Over the past couple of years, the phrase 
“Pioneers take care of one another” has 
evolved into a shared vision. I am proud to 
be a part of a community that looks for op-
portunities to extend a hand or an ear when 
needed. Th e Parent Café is another opportu-
nity to extend that practice/philosophy. Th e 
goal of the Parent Café is to increase home 
and school engagement.  Our community 
becomes stronger when our parents/guard-
ians and school staff  are working together.


“I was unsure what to expect from the fi rst 
Parent Café. It was an opportunity to have an 
open discussion with the parents of our kid’s 
classmates. It is nice to know that we aren’t 
alone in the struggles we encounter about cell 
phone usage. Th is fi rst session has helped us 
to have tools and talking points for construc-
tive conversations with our kids.” said Nikki 
Fellner, parent of Sevastopol students.


What is a Parent Café? 


Parent Cafés are a safe place where people 
talk and listen to each other about specifi c 
topics that promote a sense of well-being in 


the home. Th rough self-refl ection and peer 
to peer learning, participants explore strate-
gies to strengthen their personal and family 
values.


 Every café is facilitated by Chad Welch 
from Door County’s Partnership for Chil-
dren and Families. Th ese monthly commu-
nity gatherings provide dinner, daycare (if 
needed) and great conversation about topics 
of interest to our families.


Café Details


Sevastopol staff  member, Teresa LaPlant, 
whips up a delicious and nutritious dinner 
that is served at 6 PM.  Families can enjoy 
some home cooking and a sweet treat until 
6:30 PM. Th e conversation begins at 6:30 in 
the Carl Scholz Pioneer Room and concludes 
at 8:00 PM.  Childcare is provided as well. 
Both dinner and childcare are at no cost to 
our families.


Parent Café’s are open to all! Please RSVP 
to Sue Anschutz at sanschutz@sevastopol.
k12.wi.us if you plan to attend. In addition, 


there are informational magnets for every 
family at the front offi  ce that highlight dates, 
topics, and details.  


Please join us!  It would be wonderful to fi ll 
the Pioneer Room with inquiring minds to 
further strengthen our amazing community.


. 


Luedtke Wins 
Wisconsin Rural 
Schools Alliance 
Rural School 
Administrator of 


the Year
By Lisa Bieri, SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT


“Pioneering the Next Generation” is 
not only the School District of Sevasto-
pol’s mission but also a testament to the 
over 30-year career in service to educa-
tion by its superintendent.


Mr. Kyle Luedtke is a product of, and 
has devoted his life to, rural schools. A 
graduate of Yorkville Joint #2 School 
District, Union Grove High School 
District, and the University of Wis-
consin-Whitewater, he has taught in 
Richmond, IL, and Nippersink School 
District, (IL); became athletic director, 
dean of students and assistant principal 
at Nippersink; 6-12 principal at Royall; 
4K-12 principal and athletic director at 
Benton; and held superintendent posi-
tions in Sevastopol for the past seven 
years and Benton for six years prior.


In August, Joëlle Doye, communi-
cations director for the Mineral Point 
Unifi ed School District, and Lisa Bi-
eri, president for the School District of 
Sevastopol Board of Education jointly 
nominated Kyle for the Wisconsin Ru-
ral Schools Alliance (WiRSA) Rural 
School Administrator of the Year.  On 
September 21, Jeff  Eide, WiRSA exec-
utive director, announced at the Sevas-
topol School board meeting that Kyle 
Luedtke has been named the WiRSA 
Rural Administrator of the Year 2023.


Jeff  Eide, executive director of WiR-
SA, said, “Educational leadership con-
nects the dots, creates relationships, 
and brings together staff , parents, and 
communities focused on leading the 
vision and mission developed by those 
education partners for the sole purpose 
of doing what is best for kids. Kyle Lu-
edtke exemplifi es these qualities and 
more, and I am very proud to recognize 
and honor Kyle as our WiRSA Admin-
istrator of the Year.”


Congratulations, Kyle. Sevastopol is 
proud of you!  


Ashley Maas
Special Education Aide


Experience: I have been working as a 
Physical Th erapy Assistant in the home 
healthcare setting for the past 8 years. Work-
ing in a school setting is a new adventure 
for me and I am eagerly looking forward 
to learning and growing amongst some of 
Door County’s greatest. I am not a Door 
County Native but was welcomed into the 
community over ten years ago and have 
loved every minute. 


In my spare time, I enjoy riding, hiking, 
camping, reading and pretty much anything 
that has to do with water. I am married to 
my husband, Tyler, and we have two beau-
tiful children that attend Sevastopol; Ri-
lynn (4K) and Tristan (1st grade). Th is past 
summer, we did a lot of camping together 
including a Road trip to Colorado and the 
Apostle Islands. 


I am so excited to be able to be a part of 
the “Sevastopol family” and have really en-
joyed the last month of getting to know my 
students. 


Glen Phillips 
School Bus Driver


My name is Glen Phillips. For most of 
my life I was a licensed interior contractor in 
Michigan. I retired in 2010, and I moved to 
California and became a car salesman. After 
moving to Wisconsin in 2018, I became a 
groundskeeper at Peninsula State Park Golf 
Course.


Last year, I decided to be a school bus 
driver and returned to a job I had after high 
school. Being the oldest of eight (all boys) 
children, I chose not to have children of my 
own but enjoy them; if they misbehave, they 
can be returned!


I enjoy “lead therapy” at the range, golfi ng, 
as well as time with my lady friend (Cathy), 
camping, and traveling across the America.


Brooke Tong  
Middle School and High 


School Secretary


Experience: I have worked in outpatient 
healthcare for over 15 years. I like to keep 
busy and being in this position keeps me 
moving all day long! I decided to make this 
change because I can be available for my 
children after school and be able to spend 
more time with them.


I graduated from Sevastopol in 2001, and 
I am so happy to be in the building that I 
went to school. Being in the same building 
as my children is also great! I am married 
to my husband, Jack, and we have two chil-
dren: John (7th grade) and Lauren (4th 
grade). In our free time as a family, we spend 
as much time as we can outdoors. We have 
four dogs and love to be outside with them 
hunting and being in the woods.


I look forward to getting to know many 


more families in and around the school.


Carol Schumacher
English Teacher and Reading 


Interventionist


 Experience: I earned my degree in second-
ary education from UW-Whitewater, and I 
have been teaching high school English since 
the fall of 2007. Th roughout that time, I have 
taught a wide array of classes ranging from 
creative writing to AP language. I’ve also 
coached forensics and eSports as well as ad-
vised student council.


 I am thrilled to be working with the won-
derful staff  and students of Sevastopol. My 
extended family lives on the south side of 
Jacksonport, so I’m excited to be living clos-
er to them and being part of this tight-knit 
community. My husband, Luke, and I look 
forward to sending our son to Sevastopol in 
a few short years. When I’m not teaching, I 
enjoy hiking, gaming, reading and painting.


 Please feel free to stop by my classroom 
anytime and say “hello.”


Steven Umentum
High School Special  


Education


Experience: Th is is my fi rst year at Sev-
astopol and my sixth year in education 
with the previous fi ve being with the Stur-
geon Bay School District. Before starting 
my career in education I worked as a wil-
derness guide and outdoor educator in a 
variety of locations across the country be-
fore eventually landing in Door County. 


My family and I are excited to be join-
ing this positive and dedicated commu-
nity of educators, students, and parents. 
I am married to my wife, Laura, and we 
have one son, Ash (2 years old). In my free 
time, I enjoy exploring the outdoors with 
my family, following the Bucks, and playing 
board games.


Fred Suchy
High School Math Teacher


Experience: Th is is my fi rst year at Sevas-
topol.  I am teaching algebra one and algebra 
two. I taught algebra one and middle school 
math at Luxemburg-Casco the previous three 
years. I have been a technology specialist at 
K-8 parochial schools for over 30 years.


I grew up in Elkhorn, WI, but have been 
a “summertime native” of the Sevastopol 
community my entire life spending my sum-
mers living in a little log cabin my mother 
and father built near the Whitefi sh Bay sand 
dunes. While earning my teaching degree at 
UW-Madison, I rowed on the varsity crew 
team and started competing in triathlons and 
cross country ski races. I married Sevastopol 
graduate Manya Orthober and raised two 
daughters (Alyssa & Mackenzie) in Bayside, 
WI, where I owned and operated Technology 
Solutions for Schools.


I am absolutely thrilled to be teaching at a 
school in the community where I live as I 
already have so many personal connections 
and history. Outside of school, I enjoy 
bounding in the dunes, mountain biking 
and cross country skate skiing. When my 
daily workout is over, I look forward to 
games of cornhole, basketball or ping pong 
with my wife Manya and trying to train 
our two-year-old black lab Sasha. I have a 
very unique living situation: my brother 
and two sisters are my next door neighbors! 
We often get all four families together each 
4th of July for our family reunion. 


New Year, New Faces
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Sevastopol School Hosts Monthly Parent Café
By Melissa Marggraf, DIRECTOR OF PUPIL SERVICES


Future Café Topics


November 7, 2023 - Raising Competent and 
 Resilient Children & Anxiety and 
 Depression
December 5, 2023 - Know Your Community
January 9, 2024 - Positive Parenting
February 6, 2024 - Disobedience and Confl ict 
 in the Home
March 5, 2024 - Understand Social Media
April 2, 2024 - Screenagers - Under the Infl uence, 
 Addressing Vaping, Drugs, and Alcohol 
 in the Digital Age
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Door County Machining Program
By Troy Schaefer 6-12 SCHOOL PRINCIPAL & Garrett Sowl DOOR COUNTY MACHINING PROGRAM INSTRUCTOR


The Door County Machining Program 
is a new and unique opportunity for high 
school students interested in a career in 
trades and technology.  Through this pro-
gram, high school students can earn free 
college credit while learning valuable skills 
geared towards a career in computer numer-
ical control  (CNC) machining.  Students 
will learn skills such as blueprint reading, 
machine tool fundamentals and CNC pro-
gramming.  Critical thinking, troubleshoot-
ing, communication and teamwork are vital 
aspects of the course as well.  Students are 
assessed on the machine tool operations of 
manual and CNC mills and lathes, drills 
presses and grinders by completing over 
10 different competency-based projects 
throughout the year. The program is hosted 
at Sevastopol; however, it is open to upcom-
ing juniors and seniors in high school from 
Sevastopol, Southern Door, Gibraltar, and 
Sturgeon Bay. 


CNC machining is currently one of the 
fastest growing industries in Door Country.  
This program was made possible through a 
partnership between the Door County high 
schools, NWTC and several local business-
es who sponsor the tuition of the program.  
The program runs the entire course of the 
school year, and upon completion, students 
will have earned 16 college credits towards 
the CNC machining program offered at 
NWTC in Green Bay.  Shop tours of the 
business sponsors are also included through-
out the year to give students real work ideas 
and experiences.


Our lead instructor, Garrett Sowl, brings 
a high degree of experience and credibility 
as the lead instructor for this dynamic pro-


gram.  Garrett has worked at TTX for six 
years as the CNC program set up operator.  
His superior knowledge in CNC program-
ming provides our students with critical 
training that prepares them for employment 
opportunities for multiple companies in 
Door County.  Garrett has recently been 
promoted by the Navy to machinery repair-
man chief petty officer.  His promotion was 
a result of his training and technological 
expertise.  Garrett obtained his bachelors in 
career and technical education and training 
from the University of Wisconsin-Stout in 
May 2023.  Garrett’s teaching philosophy 
prioritizes a relationship driven approach 
through hands-on experiences.  He leads 
with humility and prides himself on being 
a service to others.  Garrett does a tremen-
dous job showing students all of the techni-
cal skills required to prepare them for ma-
chining opportunities in Door County and 
other areas.


The goal of this program is to continue to 
grow in numbers and prepare students who 
want to pursue a career as a machinist.  The 
maximum number of students accepted in 
this class per year is 10. The low-class num-
ber prioritizes many opportunities for one-
on-one training and group collaboration.  
We are also offering to any students in Door 
County an opportunity to shadow the cur-
rent class for a morning to see the program 
in person.  This experience can help answer 
some questions, and also provide an oppor-
tunity for interested students to see if the 
Door County Machining Program is right 
for them.  Please contact either Garrett Sowl 
or Troy Schaefer if you and your child are 
interested in observing the program. 


The Sevastopol hallways have always been 
friendly to our canine friends. In the early 
2000s, staff working late into the night may 
remember our Maintenance Director Linda 
Schultz’s long haired golden lab named 
Freedom. She could be seen frequently  
walking the building with Linda as they 
made their rounds to ensure doors were 
secure and lights were off in the old building. 
In 2014, Sevastopol pioneered the way for 
therapy dogs in school. Retired second grade 
teacher and community member Sue Kubly 
had a dream of reading with students in the 
schools with her dog Tessa after moving 
to Door County in retirement. Sevastopol 
helped make that dream a reality as she spent 
years in second grade classrooms through 
2017. In 2018, Melissa Marggraf and Katie 
Grooters partnered Sevastopol with The 
Door County Therapy Dog Coordinator, 
Julie LaLuzerne to connect teams to the 


school. These teams have enhanced the 
physical, academic, cognitive, social, 
emotional, and mental health of Sevastopol 
staff and students each year. 


Sevastopol has welcomed many of  these 
certified teams over the years. These teams 
welcome kids in the morning to school, 
read with first and second graders, and visit 
our classrooms in our high school and life 
skills classes. They are here to help with 
unexpected situations that may arise when 
there are students experiencing big emotions 
and need some help to calm down from a 
dog that may be available. Sevastopol’s goal 
is to get a team present more often to help 
with the unscheduled times of need, where 
a therapy dog’s calm nature can help a 
student overcome a challenge. These teams 
have become a big part of our educational 
community and as the consistency and 
longevity of our team’s commitment 


continues to grow, students and staff look 
forward to their time with our volunteers 
and dogs. The smiles and joy created by a 
short time spent with these dogs makes 
a positive difference in the day for many 
students and staff members.


Our volunteers are thriving in the school 
as well. As a 1969 Sevastopol alumni, Linda 
Nault has learned so much about how 
different education is from when she was 
a student in the district. She has loved her 
weekly visits with her dog, Buttercup. She 
feels that these dogs are so happy to “work” 
while helping calm emotions and help 
young people start their day with a positive 
connection.  Throughout the school year 
last year, Maggie Peterman expressed how 
much she enjoyed her time at Sevastopol 
and shared that her dog Nellie would start 
turning excited circles in the back when she 
realized they were heading to school. Many 


of our volunteers have expressed gratitude 
for the opportunity to volunteer with their 
certified canine companions. Ms. Nault 
put it best when she said that these dogs 
“use their hearts to help and heal others, 
they seem to pick up on emotions and are 
empathetic, especially with children.” The 
staff and students that work with these 
teams couldn’t agree more. 


Thank you to all of our past and present 
therapy dog teams: 


2014 Sue Kubly & Tessa
2019   Jackie Herlache & Rosie
 Kathy Beck & Sunbow
2020 Carol Willams and Elijah
2022 Theresa Meridith & Dex
 Marcia Ellis & Murphy
 Maggie Peterman & Nellie
2023 Linda Nault & Buttercup


Sevastopol Thrives with Therapy Dogs
By Katie Grooters, SECOND-GRADE TEACHER


The Sevastopol School District owns 
property just to the north and east of the 
school grounds.  The parcel is referred to as 
the Ecolab.  It was purchased in 1962 with 
the forward-thinking idea that students 
could use it to learn about nature.  Fast 
forward 61 years and elementary students at 
Sevastopol are doing just that. 


With the help of financial support from 
the Door County Rotary Club North, on 
a monthly basis, students take a bus out to 
the property and meet an educator from 
the Ridges Sanctuary to teach them about 
nature.  It began as something the second 
grade students were doing and has expanded 
to kindergarten and first grade.  Second 
grade is also responsible for the upkeep and 


development of this land, adding trails and 
clearing brush. 


During Covid, the second grade also 
thought of using this area to offer students 
a chance to trick-or-treat by setting up 
stations and giving kids an obstacle course 
to navigate.  Using donated candy, the 
second grade turned it into a math lesson 
by having the students figure out how 
much candy was needed for each station to 
accommodate all the students visiting the 
Ecolab for that event.  It was so successful 
that it has become an annual tradition.  We 
are grateful that students can experience this 
space and equally grateful for the foresight 
to make this property a part of school 
district land. 


Ecolab Encourages Nature Exploration 
By Aaron Hilts, ELEMENTARY AND ASSISTANT MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
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 IN MEMORY
Jay Zahn


On August 28th, the Sevastopol family lost a long-time 
community leader, Jay Zahn. Jay was the oldest son of 
Roger and Gail Zahn, perennial advocates and supporters 
of Sevastopol School District programs. Jay graduated from 
Sevastopol as valedictorian in 1975. He went on to graduate 
from UW-Oshkosh with a bachelor of science degree 
in radio and television and returned to Door County to 
become the news director for WDOR.  Later, Jay became 
the Door County treasurer and held that elected position 
for 30 years.


As a young man, Jay played trombone in the Sevastopol 
band and was cast in every play and musical Sevastopol 
performed. Jay and his family were regulars in the stands at 
all Sevastopol sporting, theater, band and choir events.  Jay graciously sang the national anthem 
during events when asked. Besides actively supporting public education by being the treasurer 
on the Sevastopol School Board for nine years, Jay was the president of the State Treasurer’s 
Association, a volunteer service award winner for the Kidney Foundation, a member of the Rotary 
Club, treasurer of the Miss Door County program, president of the Door County Historical 
Society and on St. Peter’s Lutheran Church council for years as well as singing in the choir. Jay 
fought kidney disease since he was 19-years-old and underwent two kidney transplants during 
his lifetime, one from his mother. Despite the health problems that kidney disease presented to 
Jay, he was a person who lived to be in the service to others. He will be greatly missed in our 
community. 


Kaitlin Wiza
Kaitlin Wiza, former Sevastopol English teacher, passed 


away on September 17th at the age of 34. Kaitlin taught AP 
English, English 12, yearbook, and newspaper for 5-years 
at Sevastopol from 2012-2017.  Kaitlin was a dynamic 
teacher and infused the curriculum and her classroom with 
energy and optimism.  Kaitlin also coached junior varsity 
volleyball during her tenure.  She built and maintained her 
relationships with students and staff  while she was their 
teacher and until her passing. Sevastopol wishes to send 
condolences to the Wiza family and to all of Kaitlin’s former 
students.  We know Miss Wiza would encourage everyone 
to be their best selves, practice their faith, and chase their 
dreams every day. 


Athletic 
Update
BY BROOKE TANCK, ATHLETIC DIRECTOR


Mother Nature blessed us with great 
weather for our fall season!  We’ve had 
some great successes.


 Th e girls cross-country team has 
been running out of their shoes. 
Earning three fi rst place fi nishes, 
one second place, and three third-
place team fi nishes.  Th e regular 
season ended with the Lady Pioneers 
taking home conference champion 
honors with a 43 point fi nish edging 
Peshtigo’s 45 point second place. Our 
Door County United swim team 
composed of Sevastopol, Sturgeon 
Bay, and Southern Door schools has 
continued their dominance with an 
undefeated conference record and 
fi nished no less than fi fth place in any 
team invitation this season. Volleyball 
fi nished the season with 20-14 record 
earning the #4 seed for postseason 
falling short to Hilbert in the regional 
semifi nal. Th ey also came home 
champions of the Suring Invitational 
this fall. Our football team had 
outstanding participation numbers 
this year and looks to bounce back. A 
total of 30 student-athletes made-up 
the Gibraltar/Sevastopol United boys 
soccer team who have been fortunate 
enough to fi eld a varsity and junior 
varsity team this year. Th ey fi nished 
second in the Packerland Conference 
this season and beat Oshkosh-Lourdes 
2-1 in the fi rst round of postseason.


Shop O�  cial 
Team Gear


You never have to worry about 
missing an order again! No matter 
the sport, we have you covered! Our 
365/24/7 online sideline apparel store 
can outfi t all ages, sizes, and styles with 
Pioneer apparel that is customizable 
and delivered directly to you.  Head to 
the district’s website at www.sevastopol.
k12.wi.us>Athletics>Sideline Apparel 
Store.


Live Streamed Events
We continue to stream all varsity and 


junior varsity athletic competitions 
that take place in our high school gym 
and those at Pioneer Stadium. Search 
“Sevastopol Athletics” on YouTube to 
catch the livestream.


 Whether it’s in person or online, 
our student-athletes are fortunate to 
have a community that’s behind our 
student-athletes. Winter sports are 
just around the corner as high school 
girls basketball begins November 6 
followed by wrestling, boys swimming 
and diving, and boys basketball on 
November 13.  Go Pioneers! 


Five inductees for the Class of 2023 took 
their place amongst the elite student-athletes 
to ever walk the halls of Sevastopol’s 100-
year existence. Th is year’s class welcomed a 
male and female athlete, coach, team, and 
sports contributor. 


Th is class recognized the legendary 
Coach John Toppe whose work spanned 
across decades and a variety of sports. 
We celebrated the years when Sevastopol 


baseball was at its peak and honored the 
1985 state championship baseball team.  
Male and female athletes, Carl Tebon and 
Sherri (DeFere) Stenzel, were enshrined 
for their successes as multi-sport athlete 
standouts. Leif Lautenbach was honored for 
his work in our community for athletics that 
is far reaching and still lives on today.


Th e 2023 inductees’ plaques are on 
display in the high school hallway.


We look forward to honoring a new 
class each year and preserving the history 
of Pioneer athletics. If you know of an 
athlete, coach, team or volunteer who you 
feel is worthy of this honor, please consider 
nominating them. We will begin accepting 
nominations on March 15th for the 2024 
class. 


Athletic Hall of Fame Inducts Five New Members
BY BROOKE TANCK, ATHLETIC DIRECTOR


1985 State Championship Baseball Team.


Carl Tebon. Sherri (DeFere) Stenzel. John Toppe. Leif Lautenbach.






