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The Student section and volleyball team pose for a picture after the team won the regional championship

Notes from the 
District 
Administrator

I hope this edition of the Pioneer 
Times finds everyone healthy and safe. 
The school year is off to a great start. 
Moving into the new building has been 
a positive experience for the students 
and staff. 

Our athletic programs have had a 
strong fall season. Homecoming at 
the end of September was fantastic. 
Our students showed their school 
spirit with their participation level and 
enthusiasm. Our volleyball team earned 
the number one seed for regionals, our 
swimmers contributed to an undefeated 
regular season with our cooperative 
partners at Sturgeon Bay and our girls’ 
cross-country team became conference 
champions for the second year in a row. 
There are really a ton of great things 
happening at school.

Unfortunately, Covid continues to 
affect our operations. We monitor our 
Covid conditions here at Sevastopol 
and make adjustments accordingly. 
The school’s goal is to provide the 
least restrictive environment possible 
while keeping our students, staff and 
community healthy. 

This topic has become very polarizing. 
Many people feel like their position is 
correct while their neighbors and even 
sometimes family and friends have an 
opposing view. I truly believe the correct 
course of action we should have taken 
beginning over a year and half ago will 
not be known for another five years. 
This will be after much reflection and 
analyzing of these times. Unfortunately, 
we cannot wait and know without 
doubt what the “right” answer is. 
I will continue to work to provide 
the board of education with the best 
recommendation to keep our students 
safe and offer a quality education and 
school experience. The board, in turn, 
will continue to make decisions they feel 
are best for all. 

As we move forward, our district will 
need to continue to adjust our Covid 
procedures. Each time we change, we 
are trying to read the current conditions 
and operate the district in the best 
manner for that given time. Our kids 
have been fantastic with the constant 
change and the majority of parents have 
been understanding. I am encouraged 
that this approach will allow our 
students to be educated in-person and 
have a great school experience. Thank 
you for your support.

Yours in education,

Kyle Luedtke, Superintendent

The final stage of the building project is 
currently being completed. In October, the 
north parking lot had lighting, curbing, 
sidewalk and asphalt installed. This is now 
the designated parking area for our staff and 
also the staging area where our buses will 
load and unload. Parents will continue to 
enter the south parking lot off of Ripp Road 
and follow the arrows to drop off and pick 
up their students at the front of the school. 
After hours, visitors attending sporting or 
musical events and other school functions 

will make use of this parking area to have 
close access to our two gymnasiums.

Our interior work is almost complete as 
well. Our final shipment of flooring will 
arrive in November. This will be installed in 
the first floor hallways of the 1965 section 
of the building, the cafeteria and the back 
half of Mrs. LeClair’s FACE classroom. 
While this flooring was set to arrive in early 
September, similar to other raw materials, 
we have unfortunately had a delay.

Overall, we have been very blessed with 
the timeliness of materials arriving and the 
various crews to complete the work. The 
weather has been cooperative this fall and 
really has been since the start of the project.

If you have not been able to see our new 
addition and renovations, please stop in. We 
are proud of our place and you should be 
too. 

The original gym in the 1924 building 
was later transformed into a multipurpose 
room. For the last thirty years, it remained 
that and was utilized for various activi-
ties ranging from awards nights and blood 
drives to board meetings, middle school 
dances, and even a lunch space.

The original room was highly utilized, 
and therefore a multipurpose space was 
built in the new addition to replace the one 
torn down. The new multipurpose rum has 
been named after Carl Scholz and is called 
the Carl Scholz Pioneer room. Scholz re-
sides in the Sevastopol School District after 
serving the district for 40 years as a teacher, 
principal, and superintendent. Mr. Scholz 
clearly pioneered the way for generations of 
students.

The Carl Scholz Pioneer Room can be 
found on the first floor next to the atrium 
after one enters the main doors. This space 
can be enlarged with three garage doors 
opening into the atrium. An additional two 
garage doors gain access into the elementary 

library. Changing the size of the space allows 
for flexibility for the various groups and ac-
tivities. By the end of October, the room 
has already hosted multiple board meetings, 
a practice ACT, a book fair, student group 
meetings, a concert, and a blood drive. 

A designated area like this within our walls 
enhances the education of our students, and 
we are appreciative of the flexibility it allows 
us. The Carl Scholz Pioneer room will as-
sist with pioneering the next generation for 
years to come.

“Libraries store the energy that fuels the 
imagination. They open up windows to the 
world and inspire us to explore and achieve, 
and contribute to improving the quality of 
our life.” 

-- Sidney Sheldon.

From its digs on the first floor of the orig-
inal 1924 building, to the third floor of the 
same building, through a summer of storage 
in the high school Instructional Media Cen-
ter, the new Sevastopol Elementary LMC 
(Library Media Center)  has arrived, situated 
in an airy space on the first floor of the new 
wing.

Like its gorgeous new space, the role of the 
library has also changed in the days since the 
first room full of books and card catalogs. To-

day, an LMC in a school is a gateway in an es-
sential process of giving future citizens access 
to knowledge-- and having qualified guides 
to help them develop that wisdom. The role 
of the modern LMC mirrors the role of the 
modern classroom; it is not about pouring a 
set of knowledge into an empty vessel. It is 
about showing the path to what is sought. 
And there are so many! It is said that while 
a Google search will bring up 100,000 pos-
sible answers, a Library Media Specialist’s job 
is to point you to the best one to answer your 
question. 

While a stroll through either of the beauti-
ful Media Centers at Sevastopol is a feast for 
the eyes of the bibliophile, you will also see 
21st-century skills in action as students use 
multi-genre texts and resources to find solu-

tions and pose new questions. Time in the 
library is as much about collaborative strat-
egizing and sharpening research skills as it is 
about the magic of the written word. 

And yet, possibly the best thing about the 
new Elementary Library Media Center? It 
hasn’t lost that essential magic. So much of 
school, by design, must be focused on what 
we do to prepare our students for success in 
life. 

We enjoy hearing all the wonderful com-
ments from our students, staff, and commu-
nity members. The excitement surrounding 
the new library is heartwarming. 

We welcome our Pioneers to our bright 
and open space to relax and enjoy the love of 
reading.

Building Spotlight: The Carl Scholz Pioneer Room
 BY KYLE LUEDTKE, DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

The New Elementary Library Media Center
 BY BRIDGET BOWERS, DISTRICT LIBRARY MEDIA SPECIALIST  & KAREN J HAEN, ELEMENTARY LIBRARY ASSOCIATE.



PAGE 2 • FALL 2021 Pioneer Times • Sevastopol School News

Robyn Couperus
Special Education Associate

Our family moved to Door County last 
year, and we are thoroughly enjoying our 
explorations of local land trusts and parks. I 
love being outdoors in my free time and typ-
ically can be found gardening or on a hiking 
or kayaking adventure with my husband or 
children. I have two children attending uni-
versities, a son serving a mission in Italy, and 
a daughter in elementary at Sevastopol.

I am passionate about education and have 
been involved in educating students in vari-
ous capacities for over 30 years. Straight out 
of college, I worked for the Oregon Mu-
seum of Science and Industry (OMSI). At 
OMSI’s Hancock Field Station, I instruct-
ed middle school to college-age students 
in natural science topics. I facilitated their 
data collection for various research projects, 
mostly paleobotany and vertebrate fossil 
collections, and I managed and taught ecol-
ogy and outdoor education courses at OM-
SI’s Cascade Science School. I then taught 
a fi rst/second-grade blend and two years of 
a third/fourth-grade blend at Abiqua Acad-
emy in Oregon for a change of pace. Our 
family moved to northern Wisconsin in 
2010, and for the past ten years, we operat-
ed a small family campground resort during 
the busy summer season. During the qui-
eter times, I enjoyed substitute teaching for 
4K- grade 12 students. I have also worked 
as a naturalist and in visitor services for the 
Department of Natural Resources. In ad-
dition, I enjoyed working at both Big Bay 
State Park on Madeline Island and at Cop-
per Falls State Park in Mellen, Wisconsin. 
I am thrilled to be here at Sevastopol and 
working with students again.

Pam Roets
Title I Associate

I am thrilled to be working as a Title 1 As-
sociate for the Sevastopol School District! I 
have a Master of Science in Education. Most 
of my career has been spent working in pub-
lic schools and libraries. I love making the 
process of learning how to read and write 
fun for students. I live with my husband, 
two daughters (ages 14 and 11), and two 
cats in Kewaunee. I enjoy being outside and 
have acquired a lot of hobbies over the years, 
including kayaking, gardening, and photog-
raphy. I appreciate the warm welcome!

Elizabeth Schopf
Special Education Associate

I am Elizabeth Schopf, and I am one of 
the new Special Education Associates in 
middle and high school. During the 2020-
2021 school year, I worked throughout the 
district as a substitute, ending the year as a 
permanent substitute in elementary special 
education.

My husband Jeremy and I have two chil-
dren who attend Sevastopol Elementary 
School, Caleb and ChloeAnn. When not in 
school, I love family time. We took several 
camping trips this summer, spent time ex-
ploring, and tried to do as many things as 
possible from Caleb and Chloe’s summer 
bucket list that we could! One of our favor-
ite places to go play is the Egg Harbor Fun 
Park!!

I am looking forward to an exciting school 
year as I meet more students and have the 
opportunity to work with them!

Michelle Cormier
Special Education Associate

Once a Sevastopol student myself, I re-
joined the district during the 2020-2021 
school year as a special education aide. Life-
long learning is a passion of mine, and I 
strive to foster this love for learning in all 
the students I have the privilege of work-
ing with. In May of 2021, I graduated with 
highest honors and received my associate 
in Applied Science degree from the Foun-
dations of Teacher Education program at 
Northeast Wisconsin Technical College. 
I plan to continue my education to earn a 
bachelor’s degree in early childhood educa-
tion and special education.

In my free time, I enjoy spending time 
with my husband (Robert) and children 
(Ma Kala, Colby, Robert Jr, Elijah, and 
Hayden). Together we enjoy getting outside. 
Some of our many outdoor interests include 
biking, hiking, swimming, and camping. I 
also enjoy reading, crocheting, and doing all 
things artistic and creative.

I look forward to this journey with my 
new school family and helping prepare our 
future leaders for the lives they want to cre-
ate for themselves. Finally, a note I would 
like to leave for the students is to have the 
courage to fail and try again because even 
the “best” had to learn from their mistakes 
to become successful in their endeavors.

Jennifer Dominio

Special Education Associate

For the past fi fteen years, I have held 
the position of cross-categorical teacher for 
the Sheboygan Area School District. I am 
also certifi ed as a Reading Specialist. In ad-
dition, I am athletic and have a coaching 
minor which I used to coach basketball 
and softball. Also, for many years, I taught 
swimming lessons. I enjoy many sports, but 
mostly I like kayaking, pickleball, softball, 
volleyball, snowshoeing, and biking. Aside 
from sports, I enjoy cooking, watching 
movies, and spending time with family and 
friends. My fi ance is originally from Stur-
geon Bay, and he owns property here, so we 
decided to make Sturgeon Bay our perma-
nent home. I am so excited to live in beau-
tiful Door County and get to know my new 
community!

Shelley Stenzel
Secondary Administrative 
Assistant

We would like to introduce Shelley Sten-
zel, our new secondary administrative as-
sistant. She is our bilingual secretary who 
greets and helps all who come through our 
school offi  ce. Shelley was born and raised in 
Milwaukee, WI. After high school, she trav-
eled to North Carolina to attend Elon Uni-
versity, where she played division I soccer 
and earned her bachelor’s degree in Inter-
national Studies and Spanish. After gradu-
ating, she moved to South America, settling 
in Chile to raise her family with her hus-
band Diego. Th e family of four relocated to 
Door County a year ago to reconnect with 
family roots. Shelley worked for a school in 
Chile and is excited to be back in an edu-
cational environment. In her free time she 
enjoys creating art with her two daughters, 
hiking and gardening. Shelley is pleased to 
use her bilingual skills for the benefi t of the 
community. She looks forward to creating 
relationships with families for many years to 
come.

Jennifer Gantzer-Keleny
Special Education Teacher

Hello Sevastopol! My name is Jennifer 
Gantzer-Keleny and I am so very excited to 
be joining the Pioneer family. Prior to mov-
ing to Sturgeon Bay, I taught in La Crosse 
for about ten years. I am thrilled to be teach-
ing again and look forward to meeting you 
all! I have two little Pioneers at home and 
cannot wait to embarrass them in the hall-
ways. Otis is going into second grade and 
Ole will be a kindergartener this year. I also 
have two dogs, Bumpy and Potato, and a 
husband named Ben. When those fi ve are 
not keeping me busy, I love to read, boat, 
laugh, and avoid cleaning my house.
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With a new year comes new faces

Community Programs will once again be 
off ered to district residents January through 
March of 2022 at Sevastopol School.

“We’re extremely excited to be planning a 
wide range of art, cooking, craft, and health 
and wellness courses for our friends and 
neighbors who might also like to experience 
our new school spaces,” said Melissa Marg-
graf, Director of Pupil Services and coordi-
nator of the school’s community outreach. 
“We have new art rooms, a newly updated 
FACE room, state-of-the-art technology 
and an agriculture area that our staff  would 
like to utilize while sharing their passion for 
teaching with participants.”

If you’re considering a new hobby or wish 
to enhance a skill with others who have sim-
ilar interests, please consider registering for 

a community course. Similar to previous 
years, courses will provide a great deal of va-
riety and will be taught by many Sevastopol 
staff  instructors or community partners who 
bring not only their expertise, but personal-
ity and passion for their craft to the classes.

Sevastopol has been off ering community 
courses for more than a decade. Th e pro-
gram is designed to bring people together in 
an environment where they can enjoy great 
discussion, learn something new, or partake 
in a skill that provides an outlet for creativi-
ty. Popular courses off ered for the fi rst time 
last year included paint-pouring, a cookie 
decorating class, and group book discus-
sions. All classes were facilitated via video 
conferencing, but in 2022, we plan to open 
the doors to the school again for in-person 
learning.

“With our school gyms open again this 
year, we hope to off er exercise and wellness 
classes too. We are in the process of putting 
together the course selections and hope to 
fi nalize an online brochure and registration 
no later than November 29,” Marggraf add-
ed.

All classes are off ered free of charge (un-
less specifi c supplies are required) and course 
descriptions, dates, and times will be listed 
on the Sevastopol School District website 
at sevastopol.k12.wi.us as soon as they are 
confi rmed.

We invite you to email questions or your 
ideas for programming to Melissa Marggraf 
or Sue Anschutz at communtyprograms@
sevastopolschool.com.

Community Invited to Select Courses 
and Experience Quality Instruction

SUSAN ANSCHUTZ, PUPIL SERVICES & SPECIAL EDUCATION SECRETARY
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Sevastopol High School presents 
Thornton Wilder’s Our Town, which offers 
a glimpse inside the fictional small town 
of Grover’s Corners from 1901-1913, and 
shines a light on the citizens’ everyday lives. 
This production will grace Sevastopol’s stage 
on Nov. 12 at 7pm, Nov. 13 at 7 pm, and 
Nov. 14 at 2 pm. 

Our Town is a play emphasizing being 
present for not just the big moments in life, 
but every little moment too. It is taught as 
part of the English curriculum, which is one 

of the reasons director Amy Ensign chose 
the production.

“A Pulitzer Prize-winning play, Our Town 
is frequently taught as part of the English 
curriculum at Sevastopol,” Ensign said, “so 
I thought it would be nice for students to 
experience a fully realized production of the 
piece.”

Premiering in 1938, Our Town has a unique 
approach to storytelling that was well ahead 
of its time. It is considered a metatheatrical 
piece, meaning that the play does not hide 

that it is a theatrical production. As a result, 
the set is not realistic. For example, to depict 
the second floor of the houses in the play, 
you’ll see characters standing on ladders. 
There are also no walls to the houses, which 
allows the audience to look straight through 
to the heart of the characters’ daily lives on 
stage. 

This minimalist approach helps the 
audience connect to the piece.

“It helps to draw more attention to the 
words of the play,” said Ensign. “It also 
allows the audience to connect individually 
to each character. We put ourselves in 
their place by imagining what the world of 
Grover’s Corners looks like.”

 Thirteen high school students, five 
middle school students, and one alumnus 
make up the cast. Sevastopol didn’t quite 
have enough students to fill all the roles in 
the play, so alumnus Isaiah Spetz graciously 
stepped in to take on the role of the Stage 
Manager. A Sevastopol graduate from 2017, 
Isaiah received his BFA in Drama last spring 
from NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts and 
has been in Door County working with 
Northern Sky Theater since May.

The last time Sevastopol put on a 
production of Our Town, the stage manager 
was played by then-science teacher Paul 
Leline, so it is not a new concept to cast an 
adult in that role.

 Students in the cast and crew are 
Abbigail Hayes, Finn Mathews, Addison 
Schauske, Brooklyn Brauner, Lilly Turner, 
Merrick Mann, Lily Snyder, Ben Martin, 
Bea Dramm, Alexa Olson, Owen Ensign-
Foulds, Lucas Apsey, Logan Simon, Izzy 
Wadkins, Sydney Peterson, Sophia Abel, 
Landon Frank, Jarius Dadam, Bryan 
McCormick, and Willa Snyder. The play 
is directed by Ensign. Mindi Vanderhoof 
serves as assistant director, Sarah Muraski is 
costuming the play, and Klayton Kindt and 
David Foulds are designing and building the 
set.

After last year’s play and musical being 
virtual, the cast and crew are happy to be 
back on the stage. 

“We are just so delighted to be able to 
work on a play on the stage!” said Ensign. “It 
has been a devastating year for theatre. We 
are just now beginning to see some theatres 
open for the first time in a year and a half, 
and we are very happy to be one of them!”

 It is a three-act play, so there will 
be two intermissions.  There is no cost to 
attend the production. There are three 
shows: Friday, Nov. 12 at 7 pm, Saturday, 
Nov. 13 at 7 pm, and Sunday, Nov. 14 
at 2 pm. All performances take place in 
the elementary gymnatorium. Tickets are 
available at the door for no cost.

This fall our Sevastopol fifth-graders traveled 
to Trees for Tomorrow, an accredited natural 
resources specialty school, located in Eagle 
River, WI. During the three-day, two-night 
stay, students were given the opportunity to 
grow both academically and socially outside of 
their typical four-walled classrooms. 

Through all the unknowns that the 
pandemic has brought, we are still able 
to provide this experience for our current 
sixth-grade class, who missed their trip last 
fall. They will have the opportunity to travel 
to Eagle River in the spring of 2022, making 
it our ninth year for Sevastopol students to 
participate in this experience.

Activities at “Trees” focused on students 
gaining an appreciation and joy for the 

environment through hands-on applications, 
such as learning how to build a fire in a 
survival situation, gaining an understanding 
of how to use a compass to guide their 
group through the Chequamegon-Nicolet 
National Forest, and becoming familiar 
with how to navigate a canoe.  

Along with gaining lifelong environmental 
knowledge, students worked on building 
relationships with their peers and improved 
their problem solving skills by completing 
challenge courses and using their senses to 
help lead them through the woods at night. 

When asked what their favorite part of 
the trip was, fifth-grader Evelynn Kelsey 
replied, “The compass hike was a lot of fun. 
This was the first time many of us used a 

compass, and we had to walk through the 
woods and find our way back to the bus 
using the compass.”

Briana Sanchez said, “I enjoyed survival 
skills because we experienced how to make 
a fire.”   

The fifth-grade teachers and students 
are thankful to the parents, school, and 
community members for their continued 
support of this opportunity that promotes 
social and academic growth outside of the 
classroom.  

Fourth-grade teacher, Joel Schauske, has 
been a yearly male chaperone on this trip 
and has observed many positive takeaways 
for our youth from this opportunity.  “For 

many students, this is their first opportunity 
to be responsible for themselves away from 
home for an extended period of time.  They 
have to come prepared for classes, come 
to meals on time, organize and clean their 
rooms, and know when they need to go to 
bed and when to wake up.  Chaperones help 
with reminders, but students really have to 
take the final responsibility. ”

Both students and teachers make 
connections with one another that lead to 
positive relationship building.  In turn, these 
relationships help to create trust and open 
communication to make for a successful 
school year. 

Fifth Grade Returns to ‘Trees for Tomorrow’
 BY BETH RIKKOLA AND STEPHANIE AYER, FIFTH-GRADE TEACHERS

Our Town to Take the Stage
 BY MINDI VANDERHOOF, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Third Graders Go Back in Time 
Students from Mr. Skiba’s and Mrs. Thomas’s third grade classes attended Heritage Village at Big Creek on Oct. 14 where they toured and experienced the 1800s-themed village.

Students and volunteers pose for an 1800s-style photo in the Vignes Schoolhouse. Students experienced a lesson in the one-room schoolhouse.Coggin Heeringa portrayed “Ms. Warren” while giving students a tour of the 
village including a visit to Rolf the Blacksmith, a chance to ring the church 
bell, and a walkthrough of the Warren House.
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It’s been a busy fall.  Our outdoor field 
renovations and improvements to our track, 
football field, and soccer areas have forced us 
to use alternate facilities for all fall outdoor 
sports contests.  We have been fortunate to 
have the help and generosity of Sturgeon 
Bay, Gibraltar, and the Baileys Harbor Rec-
reational Park.

All of our athletic teams had complete 
seasons.  Our high school volleyball team 

finished in second place in the Packerland 
Conference with a 27-5 regular season re-
cord.  Their regular season success earned 
them the number one seed for postseason.  
They invited back the 1991 State Champions 
to be recognized. The high school girls’ cross 
country team repeated as conference cham-
pions.  Without a home field this year, the 
football team hosted Gillett at Gibraltar for 
Homecoming and defeated the Tigers 54-14. 
The team finished the season with a 2-7 re-

cord. The Door County United swim team is 
undefeated in conference and are the 2021-
2022 Conference Champs.

The students have been doing an out-
standing job leading our fan section!  Various 
theme nights have been planned and they 
have positive, respectful energy to the gym!

Looking ahead to winter, many teams are 
looking to continue where they left off last 
year.  Our high school girls’ basketball team 

begins practice on Nov. 8.  November 15 
marks the start of high school boys’ basket-
ball, wrestling, and boys’ swimming and div-
ing. Sevastopol will welcome back Jason Bieri 
as the varsity boys’ basketball assistant coach.

Head to the Sevastopol Athletics page to 
see scores and highlights as well as when you 
can next catch the teams in action at www.
sevastopol.k12.wi.us

Fall All-Conference 
Honors

Cross Country

Dasha Yeltysheva - honorable mention

Rachel Wilke - second team

Libby Ash - second team

Naomi Rikkola - first team

Bea Dramm - first team 

Volleyball

Bailey Rikkola - first team (unanimous)

Madilyn Volkmann - first team

Johanna Andreae - first team

Emma Stueber - second team

Samantha Differt- honorable mention

Football

Alex Valdivia- first team defense

Emmett Tomaszewski- first team defense

Mason Bosman- second team offense

Jack de Young- honorable mention offense

Frankie Ash- honorable mention offense

Ben Roman- honorable mention defense

Swimming

Cassie Rankin first team - (200 Freestyle, 500 
Freestyle, 200 Freestyle Relay, 400 Freestyle Relay)

Fall Athletic Update
 BY BROOKE TANCK, ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

Senior Frankie Ash gets the student section going on Blackout Night.

The high school girls cross country team takes second place at the Russ Fameree Luxemburg-Casco meet.

Crossroads at Big Creek Welcomes Middle Schoolers to Archeological Dig Site

Sofia Carmody throws a spear at a cardboard woolly mammoth target. Isaac Totaro removes dirt from a dig site to allow students to sort through it using a large screen to find 
artifacts such as pottery, fire cracked rock, and pieces of flint.

Ian Andrews holds a fire-cracked rock that was found during the archaeological dig.

The high school volleyball team welcomes back and honors the STATE VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIP team from 30 ago.


