
Building 
Project 
Update 
BY KYLE LUEDTKE, DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

The final stages of the building project are being 
completed as we prepare for students to enter the 
spaces on September 7. The inside of the new ad-
dition is almost complete. The general classrooms 
and learning spaces are fully furnished. The large 
stairwell in the new lobby has the most work re-
maining for completion.  Teachers are scheduled 
to gain occupancy on August 16.

The 1924 building has been demolished. A 
stairwell needs to be built on the north side of the 
1965 section to provide a fire exit for occupancy 
of the second floor. This portion of the project and 
developing a parking lot area where the original 
building stood are in the works. This new park-
ing lot will be for staff and bus drop off/pick up 
during the school day. After school, visitors will 
utilize this parking lot when attending events in 
either of our gymnasiums.

Renovations within the 1965 section have been 
happening since school dismissed on May 21. 
The flooring in the hallways and a few classrooms 
had asbestos. Those areas have now been abated 
and the flooring will be replaced. There is a delay 
in shipping dates due to a shortage of product. 
Therefore, those areas will have smooth concrete 
floors when school resumes. When the flooring 
arrives then arrangements will be made for instal-
lation. The goal is for this process to have a mini-
mum impact on the delivery of our education to 
our students.

This final month will be a busy one for sure. 
While the building will have a few minor needs to 
be addressed, when school starts, the facility will 
be ready for our students and provide wonderful 
new spaces for them to learn. We encourage you 
to join us for our ribbon cutting ceremony on 
August 22 at 2 pm to celebrate this momentous 
occasion.
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Students attending summer school enjoy the new 4k-2 playground equipment. The new playground is geared towards younger students.

You Are Invited

Sevastopol
School

Dedication Program 
& Ribbon Cutting

August 22, 2021
Two O’Clock to Four O’Clock

Dedication & Ribbon Cutting 
begins at Two O’clock at 

New School Entrance
Tours Begin at Two-Thirty 

until Four O’clock

Last July, 91.1% of our parents wanted 
in-person instruction. For the most part we 
were able to provide that last school year. 
This July, at our regular monthly board of 
education meeting on July 15, Sue Powers 
and Joe Krebsbach from Door County ad-
dressed the board with Public Health’s rec-
ommendations for Covid.

At this point, the district is planning 
to offer full time in-person instruction. 
Parents desiring remote learning for their 
child(ren) will make arrangements with 
their child’s respective principal. If remote 
learning is elected, these students will con-
tinue to be part of Sevastopol, but will re-
ceive their education through another edu-
cation entity. The commitment will be for 
a minimum of a semester.

Masking will be optional for students, 
staff and our visitors. If a student or staff 
member tests positive for Covid-19, they 

will need to be quarantined for ten days. 
Additionally, any siblings or individuals 
living in the same household will also need 
to be quarantined for ten days. The district 
does not intend to conduct further contact 
tracing.

We plan to offer all of our extracurric-
ular activities, school events and athletics. 
The public will be able to attend these 
events the same as in pre-Covid times.

The district also realizes the conditions 
of the world may change again. We there-
fore will need to remain fluid. We appreci-
ate the flexibility shown by our communi-
ty, parents and staff during this past year. 
We know that if necessary, we can adapt.

There were numerous positives to take 
away from this past school year. For exam-
ple, our teachers were able to further uti-
lize technology, which will improve future 
instructional delivery. Our elementary staff 

found that the A/B schedule was a great 
way to orientate the students in the fall. 
We are going to continue this for the first 
week of the 2021-22 school year for grades 
4K-5.

In addition, what I found to be the most 
positive outcome this past year was the ap-
preciation for the events of a school when 
we were able to return to hosting them. 
These special times over the years become 
the norm and sometimes routine. Not hav-
ing them for a period made me remember 
their value in the overall school experience 
of our students.

I believe that the 2021-22 school year is 
going to be great. I hope every communi-
ty member can find a way to be a part of 
it.

Yours in Education,

Kyle Luedtke, District Administrator

Notes from the District Administrator
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Presenting the Sevastopol Graduating Class of 2021.
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Substitute Teacher NEEDED
Make a positive educational impact 
on the students in our community by 
becoming a  Substitute Teacher for 
the Sevastopol School District

Great opportunity to earn money and have a fl exible calendar!
Sevastopol School District pays $120 per day.

An associate degree or higher qualifi es you for substitute teaching.
Complete a one-day virtual training for licensing. 

Interested? 
Please join us for the substitute teacher orientation on August 19 at 8:00 a.m. or 

contact Adam Baier for more information at 920-743-6282 ext. 1104.

We are excited to have you join our team!

“When we give cheerfully and accept grate-
fully, everyone is blessed.” — Maya Angelou

I recently read this quote and was remind-
ed that showing gratitude is a wonderful way 
to feel happiness and joy.  Ms. Angelou’s 
quote is poignant because Sevastopol needed 
to call upon its neighbors, St. Peter and Paul 
Church, and the Sevastopol Town Hall to 
host this year’s programming. It is with deep 
gratitude that we thank our community part-
ners for their assistance this year.

Happiness and joy stand out to me because 
of the emotion our students and staff  con-
tinually felt during summer school.  Students 
expressed their joy immediately by running 
off  of the bus to greet each other and staff  
with genuine smiles and laughter. Th eir en-
thusiasm was infectious. Our summer staff  
created a beautiful balance of work and play. 
Students were actively engaged during ac-
ademic times and enjoyed downtime with 
their peers during breaks.  Our time with stu-

dents also allowed Sevastopol staff  to contin-
ue to develop meaningful relationships with 
students. When trust exists, student achieve-
ment increases.

Th is year we had a smaller group of stu-
dents participating.  Our numbers were 
smaller by design as we were limited with 
space.  Smaller numbers also allowed our staff  
to target specifi c skills and personalize stu-
dent learning.  Overall, I am proud of our ac-
complishments and our programming goals 

to improve student learning!  Th ank you to 
our staff  and families for their continued ded-
ication and partnership to help bring out the 
best in every student.

Next year’s programming will return and 
will look and feel like the pre-pandemic sum-
mer programming. With the new school ad-
dition, Sevastopol will have more space and 
options for enrichment and intervention 
activities.  Sevastopol School District’s future 
continues to shine bright! 

Summer Fun at Sevastopol
BY MELISSA MARGGRAF, DIRECTOR OF PUPIL SERVICES

As students, parents and visitors alike enter 
the new addition from the main south park-
ing lot they will enter into our 4K-12 offi  ce 
area. Th is space will be the general hub of the 
school with all daily student services connect-
ed as one unit. Upon entering, one will fi rst 
be greeted by one of our two secretaries. Th e 
secretaries will be able to guide people to one 
of many people to whom someone could be 
seeking as this area will also have individual 
offi  ces for our two principals, the two guid-

ance counselors, school nurse, athletic di-
rector, school resource offi  cer, and our pupil 
services director and her secretary.

Th e same level of security will be in place. 
During school operating hours, visitors will 
need to request entry into the offi  ce from the 
front door. A buzzer/camera system is locat-
ed on the east side of the main door. Once 
inside, visitors will have their driver license 
or other form of state identifi cation scanned 
before receiving a visitor badge and being al-

lowed to enter the rest of the school.
Th is portion of the building also provides 

the district with two conference rooms. One 
will be utilized for meetings such as I.E.P. 
(individualized educational plan) meetings. 
While the other will be available for parents 
to fi ll out paperwork in privacy.

Th e central mailroom for the entire staff  
will be located in the back portion of the 4K-
12 offi  ce. Teachers will have 24-hour access 
via their classroom keys to their mailboxes, a 

copier, a laminator and offi  ce supplies. Th is 
access will better allow our teachers to pre-
pare for our students.

We hope this space not only provides our 
school with a well-functioning and central 
location for our day-to-day tasks but also a 
warm and welcoming atmosphere for every-
one. We are excited to see you there!

New Building Spotlight: 4k-12 O�  ce
BY KYLE LUEDTKE, DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR
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“It is like another life,” Prem Lama recalls of his home 
country of Nepal. Nestled in the Himalayean mountains, 
7,500 miles away as the crow flies, the South Asian country 
lies between the Tibetan region of China and northern 
India.

Lama, a Sevastopol associate and Door County resident, 
has had a remarkable journey that brought him to Wiscon-
sin. It’s been nearly two decades that he has called America 
home, but he fondly recalls his formative years in Nepal.

Lama was born in the small village of Ichok, Nepal. 
More specifically in Ghopte Ghyang, an even tinier village 
in the Ichok region. From his early childhood, Lama recalls 
working hard as the oldest of five children.

“I would be constantly working with little break between 
work and school,” he said. “Mom took care of the home, 
grew potatoes, wheat and 
other crops. We raised cattle, 
chickens and other animals 
for food and the manure to 
be used for crops. I would 
take care of the animals by 
giving them water, feeding 
them, and harvesting the 
grass for the animals to eat.”

Among the most vital of 
necessities was water and 
retrieving it was a daily task.

“The water would come 
from a spring or pond that 
would trickle out from the 
mountains,” Lama recalls. “During wintertime, the water 
table would go down and if you were not an early riser, 
you may not have water for the day. Sometimes even in 
the middle of the night, you’d need to get water or else 
everyone else would get the water before you. That was one 
of the biggest challenges that I had when I was little, but 
we got by.”

With his father often away as a self-made businessman, 
traveling between the Chinese and Indian borders buying 
and selling goods, Lama assumed the responsibility of 
helping his mother take care of the homestead. 

“(My father) would go border to border and he would 
buy and sell items and while in off season go to India for 
work or come home,” Lama said. “It would bring in funds 
and necessities like oil, salt, lentil, and rice. Those were 
luxury items and that was just the way of life. He would 
be gone for weeks or months at a time. At the time, we did 
not have any formal communication so I had no clue when 
he would come back or if he was okay for that matter.”

His father’s return was a momentous occasion.

“Sometimes I would see him coming up the mountain 
or other times I would be surprised to see him at the 
home,” Lama said. “The excitement (for his return) would 
be very, very high. He would always have something with 
him, like things for the house, chocolate and gifts for 
everyone including neighbors.”

Being the oldest child, Lama helped his mother wher-
ever he could. Today, he carries with him a small reminder 

of times past in the form of a small scar on his left hand. 
Around the age of nine, while cutting grass for his cattle 
with a hand sickle, he injured his hand while harvesting.

“We would get milk and butter from our water buffalo,” 
he recalls. “We got eggs from our own chickens and roost-
ers were welcomed to wake up the village.”

Education was a major opportunity and Lama’s parents 
worked hard to give him and his siblings the chance to go 
to school. During his primary years, Lama would often 
travel long distances to go to school, meeting up with 
fellow villagers and children from neighboring villages. In 
fact, Lama’s father helped to build a school years later to 
lessen the journey for the young children in the village.

As Lama entered his middle school years, the trek 
became increasingly difficult. Traveling hours on foot, 

crossing hanging bridges, 
and navigating to get to 
his school, it was most 
certainly an adventure.

“In middle school and 
beyond, I had to cross at 
least four hanging bridg-
es,” he said. “Growing 
up in the mountains, 
any shoes would not last. 
Many times, I would go 
without shoes, especially 
during monsoon season, 
because they would get 
stuck in the mud.”

Lama’s school was roughly five hours from his home vil-
lage. Being as it was, his father arranged for his son to stay 
at a house that was only three hours from his village where 
Lama would spend an entire week at a time for nearly five 
years. This left him with a more manageable two-hour 
daily commute to school during the weekdays.

“I passed 10th grade when 
I was 16 and was able to go to 
get my SLC (school leaving 
certificate) that we often nick-
named the “Iron Gate”. Once 
I earned my Intermediate 
Arts, comparable to a high 
school diploma in America, I 
qualified for college admit-
tance.” 

Lama began his postsec-
ondary education in Kath-
mandu, the capital city of 
Nepal. He attended school in 
the mornings which allowed 
time to work the rest of the 
day. Lama’s jobs varied from 
working as a store keeper in 
a garment factory to time as 
a hotel attendant and a wool 
spinner, and later as a trekker 
who guided tourists on 
multi-day treks through the 
Nepalise regions. 

“I worked with Americans, Germans, Japanese, Portug-
ese, and many other tourists as a trekker or guide,” he said. 
“It was known as ‘teahouse trekking’, where we would stay 
in lodges along the way.” 

For a few years, Lama trekked with tourists through 
hikes such as Poon Hill trek, the Gosaikunda trek, and the 
Helambu trek. 

Throughout his time meeting international tourists, 
Lama recalls many conversations that eventually led him to 
pursue his college degree in America. 

After beginning his pursuit of his bachelor’s degree in 
Kathmandu, Lama sought out opportunities in America 
where he could finish his degree. From Malpi International 
College, Lama found his way to the University of Wiscon-
sin-Green Bay where, in 2003, he graduated with a degree 
in environmental science.

While at UWGB, Lama met his future spouse, Kim 
Lama, who is a longtime Sevastopol teacher. Following his 
graduation, the couple lived in Green Bay before making 
the move to open their own shop for five years in Egg Har-
bor while also working in the restaurant industry.

“When visiting, I fell in love with Door County and 
wished that I could live here, he recalls. “There was a lot of 
water, although no mountains, but it felt like home.”

The Lama’s indeed made it their home where now, not 
far from where both Kim and Prem work as educators at 
the Sevastopol School District, they also raise their three 
daughters, Jaya, Leela, and Mira. 

“I feel humbled to be part of the education system,” 
Lama said. “I have a pocket of wisdom from that side of 
the world. When I look at children, I remember that no-
body has the choice of where they are born. You make the 
most of your opportunities.”

One man’s journey from Nepal
Pioneer Spotlight: Prem Lama

BY JUSTIN SKIBA, COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE MEMBER

Kim and Prem pose for a photo in front of the mountain of Machhapuchhre,  which means “fish’s tail” in Nepal.

Family photo - The Lama family

Through the years, Lama has regularly delivered essential items for Nepalise 
villages including school items such as blackboards, paints, chalks.

 In a return visit to Nepal, Lama walks a familiar hanging bridge that crosses the 
Gohore River. 

Lama with his daughters, Jaya, Leela, and Mira, on a family visit to Nepal

“I have come a long way. Sacrificed 
many things. Here I am. I feel 
completely awed every single day.” 

- Prem Lama, Sevastopol Associate



PAGE 4 • SUMMER 2021 Pioneer Times • Sevastopol School News 

Athletic Update
BY BROOKE TANCK, ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

Pioneer Athletics had a year to remember amidst 
a global pandemic and our spring seasons were part 
of this success! 

Our volleyball and football teams had to finish 
their fall season as part of the WIAA’s alternate 
spring season.  In the fast and furious volleyball sea-
son, the team won a share of the Packerland confer-
ence, won regionals, and finished the season in the 
sectional championship game.

Our track team continued the trend with the 
girls’ team winning the Packerland Conference and 
bringing home the title of sectional champs after 
placing first out of 37 teams!  Following section-
als, eight athletes advanced to the state competition 
where the team placed seventh.  The 4x200 meter 
relay of Kelsey Christiansen, Zoe-Rose Kuehn, 
Rylee Krishka, and Kylee Duessler placed fifth at 
state.  Olivia Stenzel took third in the 800-meter 
run, while Laci Lautenbach placed third in the high 
jump and earned All-State honors for being one of 
the top six jumps at the state meet among all divi-
sions!  A few new school records were also set by 
our tracksters.  Oliva Stenzel set the record in the 

400-meter dash with a time of 59.72, while Zoe-
Rose Kuehn broke her own school record in triple 
jump with a jump of 36’ ½”. The 4x400-meter re-
lay of Kylee Duessler, Rylee Krishka, Laci Lauten-
bach and Olivia Stenzel tied the school record set 
in 1994.

The following athletes earned All-Conference 
honors during our Spring seasons:

First Team Honors: Rebekah Andreae (hitter), 
Bailey Rikkola (libero), Madi Volkmann (hitter), 
Cassie Rankin (200 free relay), Spencer Evenson 
(football).

Second Team Honors: Sammy Differt (all-
around), Sasha Laaksonen (setter), Abi Schauske 
(200 Medley Relay, 200 IM, 100 Fly), Cassie 
Rankin (200 Medley Relay), Maggie Ripp (200 
Medley Relay), Sasha Laaksonen (outfielder), McK-
enzie Wiesner (midfielder), Rebekah Andreae (de-
fender), Logan Beyer (football), Emmett Tomasze-
wski (football), Logan Retzlaff (football).

Honorable Mention: Maggie Ripp (100m breas-
troke), Cal Ellefson (catcher), Carter Bieri (out-
fielder), Frankie Ash (utility), Bailey Rikkola (in-

fielder), Chilina Cuellar (forward), Sam Herrell 
(midfielder), Jack DeYoung (football).

On July 27, we were fortunate enough to have 
Steve Jones as the guest speaker at our 6-12 grade 
Athletic Code meeting.  Steve Jones is the highly 
successful football coach at Kimberly as well as a 
renowned leadership guru. His speech revolved 
around establishing a winning culture by focusing 
on servant leadership.

As we look ahead to the 21-22 school year, there 
is great excitement around Sevastopol. We are excit-
ed to welcome back the community into our gyms 
this Fall where there will be no fan limitations.  To 
catch our football teams in action, you will need 
to attend our home games at neighboring districts.  
With the football field and track being installed, 
our middle school teams will play their home games 
at the Baileys Harbor Recreational Park, while our 
high school team will play all their home games at 
Memorial Field in Sturgeon Bay.  The Homecom-
ing game will be played at Gibraltar on Friday, Oc-
tober 1..

Randi Petrina
Elementary Secretary

BY AARON HILTS, ELEMENTARY AND MS ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

We would like to welcome Randi Petrina, our new Elemen-
tary Secretary. She will 
be the welcoming face 
for everyone who comes 
through our school of-
fice.

Randi is originally 
from the small town of 
Algoma, Wisconsin. She 
left to earn her degree in 
Child Development and 
Education. She returned 
to Door County, where 
she has lived for over 
twenty years with her 
husband Dan and their 

three children. Randi has worked for the School District for 
eight years and is looking forward to her new role in the of-
fice. In her free time, she enjoys exploring nature, going on 
hikes and driving their 1957 Chevy Bel-Air.

Randi is honored to be here at Sevastopol as the communi-
ty inspires her. She is eager to build positive relationships with 
the students and their parents for many years to come.

Debbie Hurst 
Title and Reading Specialist

 
 Hello, my name is Debbie Hurst and I grew up in Brussels, 

Wisconsin, on my fam-
ily’s farm.  Shortly after 
graduating from South-
ern Door, I traveled 
around the world for 
two years to 16 different 
countries. After return-
ing home, I worked as 
an assistant teacher while 
following my dream of 
becoming a teacher.   

   I was lucky enough 
to get a job right out of 
college being an English 
Language (EL) teacher.  I 

was inspired by my peers at Aspen Elementary Choice The-
ory School (Vernon Hills, Illinois) to never stop learning. I 
currently have my degree as a reading specialist. I earned a 
master’s degree in curriculum and instruction, and have many 
other useful endorsements.   

 I am married to my wonderful husband, John, and we 
have an eight- year-old son named Zachery.  We have enjoyed 
our transition back to my hometown and can’t wait to be part 
of your amazing school! 

Rebecca Luedeman 
Special Education Teacher

Hello, I’m Rebecca Luedeman.  I was born and raised in 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
and have spent time away 
teaching in five different 
states. I am dual certified 
in English and Special Ed-
ucation in addition to a 
B.A. in Humanistic Stud-
ies and an M.F.A. in Cre-
ative Writing from Minne-
sota State University. 

 I began my career 
teaching English at Sey-
mour High School but left 
to pursue graduate school. 
That led to teaching read-

ing and writing at colleges in Fayetteville, North Carolina 
and Mankato, Minnesota. I guess you can say I am a lifelong 
learner and a bit restless. After teaching in Detroit, Chicago, 
and a little town across the pond, called Muskegon Heights, I 
returned home to Green Bay. I spent the past five years at Dr. 
Rosa Minoka Hill working with at-risk students; however, I 
felt I had one more move to make and that is here, at Sev-
astopol working in the high school in special education and 
helping those students at risk.  I hope to make a difference in 
the lives of the students and be a great coworker to all who 
make this their home away from home.  

  When not teaching, I enjoy being Auntie and Great Aun-
tie to eight nieces and nephews, six of whom are under the age 
of eight.  I love to hike with my Labrador, Koa, and garden 
outside with my cat, Punky. Despite having an older brother 
and nephew who referees high school and college football, I 
prefer hockey (Red Wing fan, of course), WSL surfing, and 
the Brewers.  I’m eager for the new school year and getting to 
know each and every one of you!  

Brian Pahl 
Technology Education

I am Brian Pahl and I will 
be the new technology educa-
tion teacher. I am very excited 
about joining the Sevastopol 
School District. I am original-
ly from the Appleton area, but 
Door County has been home to 
me for the last 14 years. I am a 
graduate from the University of 
Wisconsin-Stout as well as Fox 
Valley Technical College. Prior 
to becoming a teacher, I was a 
machinist and fabricator at a 
sports car restoration facility. I 
am looking forward to sharing 
my experiences and talents with 
my students.  

Beyond teaching, I enjoy spending time with my wife and 
our two-year-old son, being outdoors, metalworking, travel-
ing, and building just about anything. 

Anna Anderson
Spanish Teacher

Hello, I am Anna 
Anderson and I will be 
teaching Spanish 2, 3, 
and 4 this coming school 
year.  I am looking for-
ward to working with 
the students and getting 
back to a more normal 
routine.   

 
I studied at the Univer-

sity of Wisconsin-Madi-
son, and lived abroad in 

Spain and Mexico.  I enjoy sharing my personal experiences 
as well as music and games with the students in my class-
room.  During the weekends, I like spending time with my 
daughters, Sara and Rialey, and walking the dog.  His name is 
Boots, and he is a Cocker Spaniel.  

  I really like being outside and finding new places to ex-
plore.  Door County will be great!  See you soon, Sevastopol! 

Lee Vanevenhoven 
High School Mathematics

Hello! I am Lee 
Vanevenhoven, or Mr. 
V., and I am very excited 
to meet all of you. I can’t 
wait to begin my new ad-
venture at Sevastopol in 
beautiful Door County. I 
have been teaching math-
ematics at Little Chute 
and have been very busy 
this summer preparing 
for the upcoming school 
year. I’m looking forward 
to seeing the new facilities 
we will all be enjoying in 
fall, and meeting all my 
new students, staff, and parents. I’m thrilled to be joining a 
team of educators, and a community committed to excellence 
and growth. I can’t wait to share in the journey. 

 
When I am not teaching, I enjoy camping with my wife, 

walking my dog Luna, golfing, and traveling the state playing 
music with my friends. I also love to garden and spend time 
outdoors enjoying nature. Again, I can’t wait to meet all of 
you this fall. Let’s make it a great year and “Go Pioneers!”

New Additions


