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The School Forest
So many Sevastopol alumni have fond memories of the 

school forest:  snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, read-
ing and drawing, hiking, life-cycle studies, Turkey Trot, 
and on and on.  We take our forest seriously as an outdoor 
classroom, a year-round recreational facility, and a symbol 
of our stewardship of our small slice of the world.
     Being good stewards of the forest means that we have 
to take care of its health today and for the future.  We’ve 
found we have some work to do.
     Mike Madden alerted us to his suspicions of Beech 
Bark Disease earlier this year and we were worried that the 
Emerald Ash Borer may be there as well.  Carl Scholz was 
not surprised to hear about our Beech Bark Disease prob-
lem.  I was told that he was the person who first identified 
the disease in Wisconsin.  Beech Bark Disease is affecting 
many trees in our area and shows no signs of slowing.
     With our concerns, we contacted the DNR Door County 
Forester to do a comprehensive review, asking him to 
look for any problems that needed to be addressed to 
make sure that our forest was healthy and safe and to tell 
us what needed to be done to make sure that the forest 
stayed healthy and safe well into the future.  His report 
and recommendations, while not unexpected, indicate that 
we must take some action very soon in order to protect the 
forest.
     A significant amount of our forest is made up of beech 
trees and most of those trees are already showing signs of 
Beech Bark Disease.  There is no cure.  If we don’t take 
them out, they will fall down which may harm other nearby 
species and threaten the safety of people who use the for-
est.  As much as we hate to lose even one tree, we need to 
take the beech trees out in order to preserve what we have 
and create a healthier forest for future years. 

   (continued top of next column)

(The School Forest ...continued)
  The forester also advised us that it is time to thin the plant-
ings in the south end of the property.  White pine and spruce 
were planted in rows with some green ash, white ash, white 
cedar and elm having grown up naturally among the rows.  
Thinning the rows will improve the growth of the remaining 
trees.  Removing some of the ash trees will reduce the likeli-
hood of Emerald Ash Borer taking all the ash trees.  
     We will work through each step necessary to preserve our 
forest for our students, our community and ourselves.  It is 
an important part of our history, memories and future. 
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Thank you, FFA Alumni
There is 

a new 
electronic 
sign in front 
of Sevasto-
pol School.  
Many years 
ago, the 
FFA Alumni 
purchased the 
previous sign 
and it was 
used often and well.  The FFA Alumni have updated the 
sign, replacing the old one with an electronic sign that  
flashes, scrolls, and rolls.  The sign is in memory of 
Everett Roberts, who was the agriculture teacher from 
1954 to 1986, serving hundreds of Sevastopol students.  
Thank you, FFA Alumni, for honoring Mr.  Everett in a 
way that helps us communicate with the entire commu-
nity in rain and shine.  



Buildings and Grounds Committee
Hard at Work!

During the spring of 2014, we surveyed staff for their first-hand input 
on the adequacies and inadequacies of their instructional facili-

ties.  With survey information (and it was a lot of information), a facilities 
analysis that had been completed in 2011 by an architectural/engineering 
firm, recommendations made during the energy efficiency project in 2014, 
facility usage data, and our major maintenance cycle plans the Buildings 
and Grounds Committee has been engaged for the past year in a lengthy 
and detailed process to identify our facilities needs for today and into the 
future.  To guide budgeting and preserve our facility, the School Board 
approved a Ten-Year Capital Improvement Plan in May.  
     This spring, the Buildings and Grounds Committee started work with 
Bray Architects to create a conceptual design that would meet our cur-
rent and future needs as a school and as a community.   That design 
has been worked and reworked as suggestions from the Committee, 
the Board, and staff were submitted.  As we move forward, we need 
the community to participate in the analysis and planning.  We intend 
to offer a series of open houses and conversations to provide first-hand 
opportunities to see how are facilities are currently used, share ideas for 
improvement, and seek community input.  Opportunities will be 
posted on the website and advertised in the newsletter and mailings.  

Community Courses
Community Courses will be offered again this year from January through May. The response to last year’s courses  was phenom-

enal. Over 200 community members participated in fifteen courses. Now that we are a few years into our Community Courses 
program our instructors have refined their courses and are looking for some new ideas. We will again be offering a number of tech-
nology, art, and exercise related courses, but want suggestions for other types of courses you would like to see. With the completion 
of Fitness Center Project we will be offering multiple courses that will allow the community to utilize this facility. Please contact Craig 
Sigl, Dean of Students, with your course suggestions: csigl@sevastopol.k12.wi.us or 920-743-6282 ext. 1140. Please watch for our Fall 
Newsletter for information on course descriptions and registration information.

(Summer maintenance staff Peg Bagnall & 
Patty Weber working in the classrooms)



 School Board Mission and Goals 2015-2016

During a June 22 workshop, the School Board reviewed progress on 
the 2014-2015 goals, discussed priorities, and offered critical points 

to be included in 2015-2016 goals.  The goals are used to guide our actions 
and choices as a district, so thoughtful and informed consideration and 
revision are important as we move into the next school year.  The follow-
ing Mission and 2015-2016 Goals were approved by the Board at the July 
2 Board Meeting.

Mission
To provide students with the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to 
be lifelong learners and responsible citizens.

Goals
1. Ensure that all students are prepared academically, personally and so-
cially for educational transitions, career opportunities and life responsibili-
ties within the community, the nation and the world.

2. Secure support for new and renovated facilities to replace inadequate 
instructional and public areas to meet the current and future needs of stu-
dents and the community.

3. Ensure that all communications, internal and external, are consistent, 
transparent and interactive, that they clearly articulate school functions and 
needs, and that they invite and reflect substantive community participation.

4. Expand and improve on community use of facilities and involvement of 
the community in facilities so that Sevastopol’s school remains the center 
of the community.

Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting will be held on August 25, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.  Al-
though attendance is usually minimal, this meeting is an opportunity for 
the entire community to learn about the status of school goals, student 
achievement, significant projects and initiatives, and the proposed school 
budget.  Wisconsin is set apart from most other states in that the annual 
meeting is a community meeting, setting direction and approving the 
budget for the school in the coming year.  Your participation is welcomed 
and encouraged.

Meeting Postings
Each year we continually review our expenses to make sure we are operat-
ing in the most cost-effective fashion.  We found this year, from June 
through April, we spent over $6200 to have agendas and minutes pub-
lished in the newspaper. We checked with legal counsel and found that we 
aren’t required to pay for notices, but can simply send them to the paper 
for their information and post them in three places in the district, which 
we do now.  Additionally, people who want to see the full agenda for each 
meeting may request to have the agenda sent via email each time we post 
the agenda.  The Board approved continued physical posting agendas 
in three places (Welsing’s Foodland, Sevastopol Town Hall, the District 
Office of Sevastopol School) posting on our website, continuing to send 
agendas electronically to individuals as requested, and sending the agenda 
to the newspaper for their information, not for paid advertising.  Beginning 
August 1, please check the above locations for agendas.  If you would like 
to be on the email list for agendas, please contact Jean Cookle at 743-6282 
ext 1101 or jcookle@sevastopol.k12.wi.us.

Next Generation Science
Sevastopol School has adopted the Next 

Generation Science Standards, which are 
rigorous, concept-based and hands-on stan-
dards.  Adoption and implementation of these 
standards will improve our science instruc-
tion and better prepare students for science 
and technology in college and careers.  The 
new standards will be implemented in middle 
school and high school in the coming year.  
Elementary teachers will work with the stan-
dards to improve their content knowledge, 
identify resources,  pilot lessons, revise the 
elementary science curriculum, and to drive 
their professional development throughout the 
15-16 school year.  The revised elementary 
curriculum will be fully implemented in the 16-
17 school year.  

School Board News

Summer School is in session for the rest of July.  
A couple pictures from the first day of classes.
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Congratulations! ...to the Class of 2015
Thirty high school seniors became Sevastopol alumni on May 31.  The 

ceremony featured several students, sharing their memories and 
wishes for future success.  Valedictorian Madi Jilot and Salutatorian Jason 
Fehl recognized their classmates for the good times, the challenging times 
and the times when support of each other saved the day.  The class video 
and band and choir performances elicited laughs and tears and grateful 
applause from the audience and graduates.   Our hopes for the Class of 
2016 were perhaps best captured by this quote from Joe Bruno, “We all 
have the drive and desire to do something and that is the first step to suc-
cess.  As long as you all have a goal in mind and the work ethic to back 
it up, I know you will all be doing fine ten years down the road.”  Con-
gratulations to the Class of 2015 – you have a bright future ahead.                
 ~It has been a pleasure.

(Salutatorian Jason Fehl and Valedictorian, Madi Jilot)

2015 GRADUATING SENIORS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
As of June 3, 2015, the following seniors received a total of $493,250 in Scholarships to support their continued studies:

Magdalena Behme - Sevastopol Scholarship, Peck School of Art; Joe Bruno - US Air Force Academy Scholarship; Jason Fehl - Pioneer 
Athletic Booster Club Scholarship, Sevastopol Scholarship, Michigan Technological University: National Scholarship of Distinction, Robert 
and Virginia Anderson Scholarship, Bay Shipbuilding Scholarship; Johnny Gomez - Robert Muckian Vocational Scholarship, Stanley H. 
Ostrand Scholarship, Sevastopol Scholarship; Amanda Henschel - St Norbert Presidential Scholarship, John Bobb Memorial Scholarship; 
Caleb Hietpas - Miles Zastrow Excellence in Building and Achievement Award and Scholarship; Madeline Jilot - St. Norbert Trustee Dis-
tinguished Student, Herb Kohl Excellence Scholarship, 2015 Scholarship Inc. Distinguished Student, DC Medical Center Auxiliary Scholar-
ship, Ray Kroc Foundation Scholarship, Sue Todey Scholarship, SBU-WPPI Sturgeon Bay Utilities Scholarship, Rotary Club of Sturgeon Bay 
Scholarship, Bay Shipbuilding Scholarship, Sevastopol Scholarship; Trevin Joly - Robert Muckian Vocational Scholarship Services-Heavy 
Equipment Operation; Ashley Kinnard-Carstens - Miss Door County Scholarship, Kenneth Anderson Scholarship, Robert J. Stoffel Memo-
rial Scholarship, Sevastopol FFA Alumni Scholarship, Sevastopol Scholarship, Marinette Women’s Club Scholarship; Jared Meyer - Sevas-
topol FFA Alumni Scholarship, Sevastopol Scholarship, Michigan Technological University-National Scholarship of Excellence; 
Joey Plaszkiewicz - Sevastopol FFA Alumni Scholarship, Sevastopol Scholarship, Jack Brauer Scholarship; Samantha Spohn - Door 
County Volunteer Center, H.S. Baird Scholarship, Kenneth Anderson Scholarship, United Way of Door County Scholarship, Carol Counard-
Spirit of the Door Scholarship, Sevastopol FFA Alumni Scholarship, Michigan Technological University: Summer Youth Diversity Incentive 
Award-University Scholar-Diversity Incentive Talent Award, Sevastopol Scholarship; Carli Tebo - Carroll University Scholarship, Dr. John 
and Mary Tong Scholarship; Nicholas Tipler - Sevastopol Scholarship; Jessica Wagner - Kenneth Anderson Scholarship, Pioneer Athletic 
Booster Club Scholarship, DC Medical Center Auxiliary Scholarship, Sevastopol Alumni Scholarship, Sevastopol Scholarship; 
Daniel Weber - Kenneth Anderson Scholarship, Carl Scholz Scholarship, Ted Pollman Scholarship, Sevastopol FFA Alumni Scholarship,        
 Sevastopol Scholarship;


